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An Exclusive Private
View of the Vatican

REVISED
(Approximately 11 hours)  Upon disembarkation from
your ship, you will enjoy a 1½-hour journey by mini bus
to the center of Rome.  Here, your guide will give you a
map and help you to plan your 3½ hours of time on your
own around the wonderful city of Rome.  Reboard your
mini bus once again for your transfer to the Vatican
Museums.  Your private Vatican tour begins at the Porta di
Bronzo, the Bronze Gate, containing many of Bernini’s
outstanding masterpieces, including a somber statue of
the Emperor Constantine.  A graceful Bernini staircase
leads to the entrance of the magnificent Royal Room
adorned with paintings by Vasari and Raphael.  This private
papal chamber is a fitting site for the Holy Father’s meetings
with international Heads of State.  It is from this room
that the Pope appears on the Balcony of Blessings to bless
the crowds in St. Peter’s Square.  At another ‘off limits’
balcony in this same room, you can enjoy a superb view
of the nave of St. Peter’s, from a papal vantage point.  Next,
by special permission, you will have the unusual privilege
of visiting the Pope’s private place of worship, the Paolina
Chapel.  This chapel contains two important masterworks
of Michelangelo, the Conversion of St. Paul and Crucifixion
of St. Peter, which are not seen by everyday visitors.  The
chapel also offers an intimate and dramatic view of the
Sistine Chapel.  Within the Sistine Chapel, you will be
dazzled by Michelangelo’s breathtaking frescoes.  The
ceilings are now fully restored to their original colors and
full glory.  To conclude your private showing, you will have
a rare opportunity to see the Papal treasures which include
carefully preserved clothing, richly adorned vestments,
precious jewels, hundreds of priceless gifts presented by
kings and queens and Heads of State and incomparable
objects or art created for the Renaissance Popes by Bernini
and Cellini.  Upon completion of your excursion, you will
be driven back to your ship
Note:  If Paolina Chapel is not available, then the Cappella
Niccolina will be visited instead.  This excursion can not
be offered on March 25th, June 29th,  August 16th, and
September 9th, 2007.  Please have your shoulders and legs
covered when entering religious buildings.  Comfortable
shoes, water and a sun hat are recommended.  Although
no meals are included, a soft drink will be available on the
bus, along with an opportunity to buy a snack at stops

along the way.  The Vatican can change its hours at short
notice due to unforeseen circumstances.  No scooters
are permitted on the bus and all wheelchairs must be
collapsible.  For this excursion, we recommend smart,
casual attire.

Private Visit of the
Vatican Museums & Rome

NEW TOUR
(Approximately 13 hours)  See the best of Rome and
view the Vatican Museum privately, after it is closed to the
public, on this unique excursion.  Upon disembarkation
from the ship, you will take a 90-minute drive to Rome by
motor coach.  Drive past the historic Aurelian Walls
surrounding St. Paul’s Basilica, the Pyramid of Caius Cestius,
and Circus Maximus, where the chariot races were held.
Stop at the Trevi Fountain where King Neptune’s Tritons
guard the sparkling waters of Rome’s most beloved
monument and toss a coin in the fountain to ensure your
return to the Eternal City!  Walk to Piazza Venezia (Venice
Square), in the heart of the city, and explore this open
space known for the monument dedicated to Victor
Emanuel II, first king of Italy, and to the Unknown Soldier.
Continue walking along the Imperial Forum “Avenue” and
walk by the Roman Forum, the Colosseum and the Arch
of Constantine.  Next, enjoy lunch at a typical Roman
restaurant before driving to the Vatican State.  Enter the
vast expanse of St. Peter’s Square and pass through the
embracing arms of Bernini’s colonnades and into St. Peter’s
Basilica.  Marvel at its enormity by looking at the metal
markers on the floor inside showing the comparative
lengths of other churches and cathedrals.  See the gilded
papal canopy and the splendid gilt and bronze throne
created by Bernini in the 17th century.  Then, view one of
the best-known pieces of sculpture in the world, the Pietà,
Michelangelo’s masterpiece in white marble.  Finally, enter
the Vatican Museums, the richest storehouse of art in the
entire world, without having to wait in line.  Enjoy your
private “after hours” guided tour of this magnificent
museum and be in awe by the size and scope of its
incredible collections displayed in the Tapestry and
Geographical Maps Galleries, the Candelabra Gallery and
the magnificent Raphael Rooms.  Once you reach the
Sistine Chapel, enjoy the unique experience of your guide
being able to talk to you actually within the Sistine Chapel,
which is not permitted on regular visits.  View famous
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masterpieces by Botticelli, Signorelli, Perugino and, of
course, the breathtaking Genesis and Last Judgment by
Michelangelo.  Upon completion of your once in a lifetime
experience, you will return to the ship.
Note:  This excursion will not be available on March 25th,
April 6th, June 29th, August 16th, September 9th, or October
29th, 2007.  All guests, including children, must have a
photocopy of their passport with them, clearly showing
their picture and date of birth, upon entry into the Vatican
as checks may be made.  For security reasons, please do
not bring large bags or back packs.  Please have your
shoulders and legs covered when entering religious
buildings.  Comfortable shoes, water and a sun hat are
recommended.  Headphones will be provided for use
inside the Vatican.  The Vatican can change its hours at
short notice due to unforeseen circumstances.  No
scooters are permitted on the bus and all wheelchairs
must be collapsible.  This shore excursion involves
approximately 2 miles of walking over uneven and
cobblestone surfaces with extended periods of standing,
and 50 steps.  It is therefore not advisable for guests with
walking difficulties.  There will be a little free time available
for shopping near the Colosseum and also in the Vatican
area.  This itinerary may operate in reverse.

The Heart of Rome
by Roma Express

NEW TOUR Beginning April 2007
(Approximately 10 Hours)  Relax on your journey to the
Eternal City by private deluxe train on this exclusive tour
and visit the major sites in Rome, including St. Peter’s
Square and Basilica.  After your short transfer from the
port by bus to the Roma Express train, your escort will
assist you on your 60-minute train ride through the Italian
countryside to St. Peter’s station in Rome.  Here, you will
meet your professional guide who will take you on a guided
orientation drive of Rome by coach, passing along the
River Tiber and also past famous sights such as Venice
Square and the Roman Forum. Your walking tour begins
as you walk past the Coliseum (outside visit only), the
largest amphitheatre ever built in Rome.  Continue into
the heart of Rome, walking past the Spanish steps, Trevi
Fountain, Pantheon and Navona Square.  Then, enjoy a
typical Italian lunch before continuing your walk to the
Vatican area to visit St. Peter’s Square, created by Bernini,
and considered to be one of the most beautiful squares

in the world.  Also visit St. Peter’s Basilica which holds
magnificent masterpieces by Renaissance masters such as
Bramante, Michelangelo, Raphael and Bernini.  Of special
note are Michelangelo’s Pietà and the bronze canopy over
the high altar by Bernini.  Finally, a little free time will be
given within the Vatican area before your 15-minute walk
back to St. Peter’s Station for your return train journey
to the ship.
Note:  Headphones will be provided.  This excursion
involves approximately 2.5 miles of walking over uneven
and cobblestone surfaces with periods of standing.  Please
have your shoulders and legs covered when entering
religious buildings.  Comfortable shoes, water and a sun
hat are recommended.  This itinerary may operate in
reverse.

The Vatican City by Roma Express
NEW TOUR Beginning April 2007

(Approximately 10 Hours)  Journey to the Eternal City
by private deluxe train on this exclusive tour that then
gives you the opportunity to visit the Vatican Museum,
Sistine Chapel and St. Peter’s Basilica.  After your short
transfer from the port by bus to the Roma Express train,
your escort will assist you on your 60-minute train ride
through the Italian countryside to St. Peter’s station in
Rome.  Here, you will meet your professional guide who
will walk with you, for approximately 20 minutes, to the
Vatican Museums.  Visit the marvelous works of art within
the Museum, viewing the incredible collections of
tapestries, geographical maps and other masterpieces on
your way to the Sistine Chapel which holds the
breathtaking Genesis and Last Judgement by Michelangelo.
Enjoy a typical Italian lunch before entering St. Peter’s
Basilica, the Christendom’s most magnificent church, begun
in 1452 on the site where St. Peter was buried.  Throughout
the following 200 years, such Renaissance masters as
Bramante, Michelangelo, Raphael and Bernini worked on
its design and created an unparalleled masterpiece.  Of
special note are Michelangelo’s Pietà and the bronze
canopy over the high altar by Bernini.  The immense dome
was designed by Michelangelo.  Finally, free time will be
given within the Vatican area before your approximate
15-minute walk back to St. Peter’s Station for your return
train journey to the ship.
Note:  This excursion will not be available June 29th, August
16th and September 9th, 2007.  All guests, including
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children, must have a photo copy of their passport with
them clearly showing their picture and date of birth upon
entry into the Vatican as checks may be made.  Please
have your shoulders and legs covered when entering
religious
buildings.  Comfortable shoes, water and a sun hat are
recommended.  Headphones will be provided for use inside
the Vatican.  The Vatican can be very busy therefore, you
may experience lines.  The Vatican can change its hours at
short notice due to unforeseen circumstances.  No
scooters are permitted on the bus and all wheelchairs
must be collapsible.  This itinerary may operate in reverse.


